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VISION	
A	Global	Learning	Community	of	Academic	and	Social	Excellence	
	
MISSION	
The	mission	 of	 Catalina	Foothills	High	 School,	 as	 a	 collaborative	 learning	 community	 committed	 to	
excellence,	 is	 to	 guarantee	 that	 each	 student	 demonstrates	 outstanding	 academic	 and	 personal	
achievement,	 graduates,	 and	becomes	a	 contributing	member	of	 the	global	 community	by	 engaging	
students	 in	 meaningful	 and	 challenging	 learning	 experiences	 within	 an	 environment	 that	 fosters	 a	
passion	for	learning	and	personal	behavior	of	the	highest	standards.	
	
Catalina	 Foothills	 High	 School	 in	 Tucson,	 AZ,	 is	 a	 school	 dedicated	 to	 excellence	 in	 multiple	
domains.	 Our	 vision	 is	 to	 continually	 strive	 to	 be	 “a	 global	 learning	 community	 of	 academic	 and	
social	excellence.”	Our	staff,	community,	and	students	work	hard	to	make	that	vision	a	reality.	Our	
story	has	been	a	story	of	broadening	our	reach.		

	
The	school	began	as	an	idea,	not	a	campus,	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	growing	Foothills	community;	
in	fact,	our	initial	freshman	class	in	1992	attended	school	at	Esperero,	one	of	the	district’s	middle	
schools,	 while	 the	 high	 school	 was	 under	 construction.	 That	 class	 walked	 across	 the	 graduation	
stage	at	the	high	school	in	1996.	In	the	20+	years	since	the	high	school	existed,	we	have	constantly	
worked	 to	 refine	 and	 revise	our	mission	 to	make	 sure	 that	we	keep	demanding	and	producing	a	
high	level	of	achievement	and	engagement.		

	
Our	school’s	mission	has	always	been	aligned	with	the	strategic	plan	of	the	district,	and	the	district	
has	 continually	 revised	 its	 strategic	 plan	 --	 with	 participation	 from	 teachers,	 parents,	 students,	
community	members,	 and	 administrators	 --	 to	 reflect	 the	 new	 and	 ever-changing	 challenges	 and	
opportunities	that	await	our	students	once	they	leave	us.		
	
Our	students	succeed	academically	across	the	board.	U.S.	News	and	World	Report	has	identified	us	
as	Arizona’s	#1	non-selective	high	school.	Our	AIMS	Science,	AzMERIT,	ACT,	and	SAT	scores	have	
consistently	 been	 well	 above	 both	 state	 and	 national	 averages.	 Our	 system	 is	 designed	 to	
accommodate	 as	 many	 students	 as	 possible	 in	 the	 most	 challenging	 courses.	 This	 shows	 in	 the	
number	of	our	students	who	take	AP	courses	(752	students	in	2015-2016)	in	the	high	number	of	AP	
enrollments	(1303	in	2015-2016),	in	the	high	number	of	AP	tests	taken	(938	in	2016),	and	the	high	
rate	 of	 success	 on	 those	 tests	 (78%).	 CFHS	 students	 have	 been	 taking	 the	 College	 and	 Work	
Readiness	Assessment	(CWRA),	a	test	that	is	usually	used	by	elite	private	schools,	since	2011.	Our	
students	show	a	remarkable	ability	to	work	in	real-world	situations	that	demand	critical	thinking.	
As	 freshmen,	our	students	are	on	par	with	students	at	 the	more	selective	schools;	and,	over	their	
four	years	here,	show	remarkable	growth	--	our	seniors	perform	well	above	the	average	of	all	the	
other	students	taking	the	CWRA	nationally.		
	
The	 academic	 success	 our	 students	 experience	here	 at	 the	high	 school	 carries	 through	 to	 college	
and	other	endeavors.	We	have	a	consistently	high	rate	of	students	who	graduate	and	pursue	higher	
education	(90%).	Our	students	earn	sizable	scholarships	every	year	because	of	their	merit	and	their	
attractiveness	 to	 post-secondary	 institutions.	 The	 class	 of	 2016	 was	 offered	 approximately	 $18	
million	 in	 scholarships.	 We	 consistently	 hear	 reports	 from	 our	 former	 students	 that	 their	 CFHS	



updated 10/28/2016 @ 8:25 am 
 
 

2 

experiences	prepared	 them	well	 for	 college.	 Faculty	 at	postsecondary	 institutions	 also	 share	 that	
our	 students	 fare	well	 in	 college	 and	 are	 appreciated	 for	 serving	 as	 strong	 role	models	 for	 other	
students	in	terms	of	academic	acumen	and	content	knowledge	and	skill.		
	
Our	academic	coursework	prepares	students	not	 just	 for	future	academic	settings,	but	for	careers	
and	 professions	 as	 well.	 Our	 curriculum	 is	 infused	 with	 hands-on,	 project-based,	 and	 authentic	
tasks.	We	have	 a	 robust	 JTED	program	which	 is	 fully	 integrated	with	our	 academic	program	and	
offers	career	pathways	such	as	Environmental	Science,	Forensics,	and	Engineering	to	name	a	few.	
Our	 transition	 program	 helps	 ensure	 that	 all	 of	 our	 students	 have	 viable	 postsecondary	 options,	
regardless	of	special	needs	or	disabilities.		
	
Our	school	prepares	students	for	excellence	in	realms	beyond	the	academic	as	well.	Because	we	
care	about	excellence	across	a	spectrum	of	pursuits,	we	are	truly	a	comprehensive	high	school.	We	
support	an	incredible	range	of	extracurricular	activities:	clubs,	sports,	and	organizations	that	allow	
students	to	thrive	in	a	variety	of	arenas.	Despite	the	relative	youth	of	our	school,	we	have	garnered	
more	than	70	state	titles	and	individual	championships	and	been	awarded	the	state’s	H.	A.	
Hendrickson	Overall	Excellence	Award	a	remarkable	eight	times.	Our	band	program	is	the	largest	in	
the	state,	which	reflects	the	commitment	and	passion	of	our	students,	teachers,	and	parent	
supporters.	We	have	a	thriving	and	excellent	arts	program	that	produces	phenomenal	
performances	and	exhibitions	for	the	community	at	large	--	performances	that	are	often	sold	out.	
Our	students	are	socially	engaged	and	civic	minded,	and	participate	in	a	wide	variety	of	clubs	--	
Speech	and	Debate,	Model	United	Nations,	HOSA,	FFA,	DECA,	Mu	Alpha	Theta	Math	Club,	and	Vex	
Robotics,	to	name	a	few.	Our	library	collection	contains	nearly	27,000	books—including	fiction	and	
non-fiction	(not	textbooks)	—and	also	offers	students	access	to	over	30	databases	for	their	
research	in	areas	including	general	information,	science,	social	studies,	literature,	and	world	
languages. 

	
Yet	 we	 are,	 in	 the	most	 essential	 sense,	 a	 truly	 public	 school.	We	 are	 committed	 to	 serving	 any	
student	who	walks	 through	our	gates,	 and	our	district	has	been	actively	and	assertively	 reaching	
out	 to	 the	wider	communities	 to	 invite	students	beyond	our	district	borders	 to	 join	us	and	excel.	
Because	we	have	continually	expanded	the	reach	of	the	CFHS	community	in	this	way,	our	story	has	
been	one	of	increasing	diversity	and	richness.	Our	demographics	have	been	consistently	changing,	
moving	 toward	 greater	 and	 greater	 ethnic,	 cultural,	 linguistic,	 economic,	 and	 national	 diversity.	
Currently,	our	demographics	closely	mirror	the	demographics	of	Pima	County	as	a	whole.		
	
Catalina	Foothills	High	School	is	an	incredible	place	to	learn	for	a	host	of	reasons.	We	benefit	from	
tremendous	 support	 from	 our	 community,	 and	 we	 are	 able	 to	 offer	 a	 rich,	 diverse	 program	 for	
students.	If	you	come	to	our	campus,	you	will	see	students	engaged	in	an	array	of	endeavors	-	from	
precise	analysis	of	data	sets	 in	order	 to	extrapolate	scientific	claims	about	 the	surface	of	Mars,	 to	
heated	 debate	 about	 the	 principles	 of	 democracy,	 to	 deep	 concentration	 to	 perfect	 a	 musical	
performance,	 to	 the	 struggle	 to	 find	 the	 exact	 word	 to	 convey	 a	 subtle	 emotion	 in	 a	 review,	 to	
curious	inquiry	about	the	properties	of	numbers	themselves,	and	to	many	other	diverse	challenges.	
Our	 teachers	are	 skilled	and	committed;	 they	hold	high	expectations	 for	our	 students	both	about	
what	students	can	do	in	the	classroom	while	they	are	here	and,	more	importantly,	what	they	will	be	
able	 to	 do	 in	 the	world	 beyond	 our	 doors.	 Our	 students	 have	 remarkable	 opportunities	 open	 to	
them	 to	pursue	 their	 intellectual,	 artistic,	 athletic,	 and	 civic	passions	within	a	 setting	 that	 values,	
preserves,	and	promotes	excellence.	They	choose	to	take	advantage	of	those	opportunities	and	do	
some	incredible	things.		
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DDEMOGRAPHICSEMOGRAPHICS    20162016--20172017 
Student Body Total Enrollment October 2016 = 1706 

 Grade Level  Ethnicity     Gender 
Grade 9   = 448  60%  White             51% Male 
Grade 10 = 439  2%  African American           49% Female 
Grade 11 = 393  27%  Hispanic/Latino 
Grade 12 = 426  >1%  American Indian/Alaskan Native 

7%   Asian 
 

 
 

 

 
  

GGRADUATION RADUATION RRATEATE 
Graduation rate is a formula determined by the state of Arizona and follows a class cohort from the time 
they start high school as freshmen through their graduation as seniors.  It includes transfers in, transfers 
out, and students that have left our school as ‘Status Unknown’.  This determines total cohort 
membership. CFHS has a rate that is far higher than both the Arizona and/or national graduation averages. 
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DDROPOUT ROPOUT RRATEATE  
Dropout rate is also a formula determined by the state of Arizona and follows a class cohort from the time 
they start high school as freshmen through their graduation as seniors. Students that leave high school for 
specific identifiable reason are not considered dropouts.  
 

 
 

SSCHOOL CHOOL IIMPROVEMENT MPROVEMENT DDATAATA::  
TTEST EST RRESULTSESULTS  

 
AzMERIT 

AzMERIT, Arizona’s Measurement of Educational Readiness to Inform Teaching, is Arizona’s new 
statewide achievement test.  Students taking high school level English and Mathematics will now take 
End-of-Course assessments that will test their proficiency in these subjects.  Students in English courses 
grades 9-11 will take the EOC test in English Language Arts, while students enrolled in Algebra 1, 
Geometry, and Algebra 2 will take the EOC in those subject areas.  The main testing administrations take 
place each spring.  The ELA test consists of a writing section and two reading sub-sections. The Math 
tests consist of two sub-sections. The tests are administered in a computer-based form, and go far beyond 
multiple-choice questions. Test results provide a better indicator than previous exams of what students 
have learned during the school year.  AzMERIT provides engaging questions, and measures critical 
thinking skills for college and career readiness.  AzMERIT is aligned to Arizona’s state learning 
standards which detail the concepts covered in select courses. 
 
 

AzMERIT English Language Arts (ELA) 
 
% Passing %Passing %Passing 
ELA 9  ELA10  ELA11 

                          Test         Test  Test  
2015 CFHS 67%  62%  67%        
State Average 26%  32%  30%  
2016 CFHS 76%  64%  61% 
State Average 34%  29%  29%  
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AzMERIT ELA 9 Test  
 

  
 
 

AzMERIT ELA 10 Test 
 

 
 
 

AzMERIT ELA 11 Test  
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AzMERIT Mathematics 
 

% Passing %Passing %Passing 
Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 

_____________Test         Test  Test  
2015 CFHS 79%  58%  63% 
State Average 32%  30%  30%  
2016 CFHS 81%  75%  72% 
State Average 36%  34%  30%  
 

AzMERIT Algebra 1 Test 

 
 
 

AzMERIT Geometry Test 

 
 

 
AzMERIT Algebra 2 Test  
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AIMS AIMS ScienceScience  
Students enrolled in biological science take the AIMS Science test.  CFHS students take the AIMS 
Science test during their freshmen year.  The AIMS Science test does not count as a requirement for high 
school graduation.  In 2016, 406 students from the 2019 cohort were tested.  
   

%  %  % 
Meeting Exceeding Meet/Exceed 

                                                                 Standard      Standard  Standard 
2013 CFHS  54  27  82 

State Average 25           36              61      
2014 CFHS  26  49  75 

State Average 25           36           62  
2015 CFHS  29  43  72 

State Average 26           26           52  
2016 CFHS  31  47  78 

State Average 25           23           48 
 

 
AIMS Science Results: % of Students Who Meet/Exceed the Arizona Standards 

 

 
  

 
SATSAT  II  

  
SAT scores are scaled on a range of 200-800 with 800 being a perfect score for the individual math and 
verbal sections of the test.  The statistical mean average score is a scaled score of 500.  CFHS 
performance on the SAT has consistently been higher than the average scores evidenced at the state or 
national levels. Of the cohort of 2016, 298 students took the SAT I test during their high school career 
(not including the March and May 2016 administrations*). Cumulative mean results show that CFHS 
students score higher than students in Arizona (n=18, 621) and the nation (N=1,637,589) for this data 
span.  

SAT Average Scores: 2016 College-Bound Seniors 
 Critical Reading Math Writing Composite 

CFHS 556 568 533 1657 
Arizona 528 432 505 1565 
Nation 494 508 482 1484 
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Mean Critical Reading Scores 

 
 

Mean Mathematics Scores 

 
 

Mean Writing Scores 

 
 
 
*NOTE: The College Board introduced the redesigned SAT in March 2016. Evidenced-Based Reading and Writing replaced the 
Critical Reading section. Future reports will display results from this redesigned assessment. 
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SAT II Subject TestsSAT II Subject Tests  
Average scores achieved by CFHS students on the SAT II Subject Tests were also significantly higher 
than established national averages.  CFHS students from the class of 2016 participated in 10 different 
SAT II subject area exams.   

SAT II Mean Scores--2016 Cohort  
Subject  # students 

tested 
CFHS 

Mean Score 
AZ Mean 

Score 
Natl Mean 

Score 
Biology (Ecological) 6 688 606 605 
Biology (Molecular) 3 630 674 644 
Chemistry 12 707 669 665 
Literature 10 617 573 598 
Mathematics 1C 3 653 553 598 
Mathematics 2C 30 728 688 688 
Physics 6 688 668 663 
Spanish 3 590 644 652 
Spanish w/ Listening 2 625 610 660 
US History 14 670 612 624 

  

ACTACT  
157 CFHS students from the graduating class of 2016 participated in ACT testing.  The ACT assesses 
four subject areas:  English, Math, Reading, and Science.  Each subject area and a composite score is 
reported on a scale from 1 to 36, with 36 equating to an SAT 800 score.  Score comparisons indicate that 
average scores from CFHS students are higher than averages for both the state and the nation.  
 

Average ACT Scores 2016 Cohort 
 
 

 
English 

 

 
Math 

 
Reading 

 
Science 

 
Composite 

 
CFHS 25.8 26.0 26.4 25.4 26.0 
Arizona 19.1 20.2 20.5 20.0 20.1 
Nation 20.1 20.6 21.3 20.8 20.8 
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CFHS ACT Sub-Test Averages: 2012 – 2016 
 

  
 
 

ACT Composite Score Comparison 2012 – 2016 

 

  

CCOLLEGE AND OLLEGE AND WWORK ORK RREADINESS EADINESS AASSESSMENTSSESSMENT  (CWRA+)(CWRA+)  
 
All CFHS freshman take the CWRA+ upon entering high school, and again as juniors.  The CWRA+ 
measures critical thinking, analytical reasoning, problem solving, and writing within the context of 
‘collective outcomes’, which are embedded in all CFHS classes. The primary assessment process, as a 
whole, is referred to as a Performance Task.  The Performance Task provides students an opportunity to 
demonstrate skills in critical thinking, analytical reasoning, problem solving, and writing within a specific 
context. The Performance Task might ask students to identify and then compare and contrast the strengths 
and limitations of alternative hypotheses, points of view, or courses of action.  To perform their tasks, 
students may have to weigh different types of evidence, evaluate the credibility of various documents, 
spot possible bias, and identify questionable assumptions.  The Performance Task requires that the 
student present their ideas clearly, including justifying their points of view, using the specific ideas.  
Student performances are scored on a six-point rubric. 
 
The Selected Response Questions make up the second component of the CWRA+.  Students are presented 
with a document based in scientific reasoning and they are asked a series of questions that are aimed at 
assessing their quantitative thinking skills.  Students are tested in their abilities in critical reading, their 
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ability to evaluate presented information, and their recognition of logical thinking.  When feathered 
together with the Performance Task, the results give a reliable, valid measure of the student’s ability to 
think critically within the context of real-life problem solving. The CWRA+ offers an innovative and 
productive method for assessing student achievement in crucial learning skill sets necessary for the 21st 
century. 
   
The CWRA was administered to 424 freshmen in the fall of 2015 and 394 juniors in the spring of 2016. 
CFHS scores were significantly higher than the national average.  
 
 

Mean CWRAMean CWRA++  ScoresScores  

  
Mean Total 

CWRA+ Score 
CWRA+ Mean 
Mastery Level 

Mean Perf 
Task Score 

Mean SRQ 
Score 

CFHS Juniors 2016* 1131 Proficient 1148 1113 
All 2016 Seniors 1058 Proficient 1058 1058 
CFHS Freshmen 2015 1013 Accomplished 1015 1011 
All 2015 Freshmen 981 Proficient 976 985 

*In the spring of 2016 CFHS began testing juniors instead of seniors 
 
 

CFHS Students Earning a Rubric Score of 3 or Higher on Perf. Task for 2015-2016 
  
  
  

  
 
 
 

CCOMPARISON OF OMPARISON OF CFHSCFHS  FFRESHMEN TO ALL RESHMEN TO ALL FFRESHMEN TAKING THE RESHMEN TAKING THE CWRA+CWRA+  
 

 
 

  
Analysis & 

Problem Solving 
Writing 

Effectiveness 
Writing 

Mechanics 
Seniors  93% 93% 97% 
Freshmen 79% 77% 90% 
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CCOMPARISON OF OMPARISON OF CFHSCFHS  JJUNIORSUNIORS/S/SENIORS ENIORS TO ALLTO ALL  SSENIORS TAKING THE ENIORS TAKING THE CWRA+CWRA+  

 
**CFHS juniors tested 
 

SSUMMARY OF UMMARY OF CWRACWRA  PPERFORMANCE ERFORMANCE TTASK ASK SSUBSCORESUBSCORES::  99THTH  GGRADERSRADERS  
Reported on a 1-6 scale with 6 being the highest score  

 
  

SSUMMARY OF UMMARY OF CWRACWRA  PPERFORMANCE ERFORMANCE TTASK ASK SSUBSCORESUBSCORES::  1111THTH  --1212THTH  GGRADERSRADERS  
Reported on a 1-6 scale with 6 being the highest score  

 
 

AADVANCED DVANCED PPLACEMENT LACEMENT TTESTSESTS 
AP exams measure content knowledge in specific curricular subject areas.  The exams are scored on a 
scale of 1 – 5 and students may receive college credit for scores of 3, 4, or 5. CFHS student participation 
in AP classes has steadily increased and scores have consistently surpassed state and national averages.  
In 2016, CFHS students took AP tests in 19 subject areas.  CFHS offered AP courses in 16 specific 
subjects.  The end-of-year AP exams reflect students’ mastery of the curricular content.  
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2016 Advanced Placement Data  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
NOTE: italicized subjects indicate courses not offered at CFHS, but rather exams for which our students completed selfNOTE: italicized subjects indicate courses not offered at CFHS, but rather exams for which our students completed self--study.study.    Also, the AP Euro Also, the AP Euro 
exam was redesigned for the 2016 administration. Though our percent passing is lower than in previous exam was redesigned for the 2016 administration. Though our percent passing is lower than in previous years,years,  our group mean on each section our group mean on each section 
of the test was greater than or equal to the global mean.of the test was greater than or equal to the global mean.  The overall mean score for CFHS was 2.81 while the global score was 2.71.The overall mean score for CFHS was 2.81 while the global score was 2.71.  
  
**OnlyOnly  a small percentage of seniors tooa small percentage of seniors took the AP English Literature examk the AP English Literature exam  in 2016in 2016  in relation to in relation to total enrollment. total enrollment.   Many had taken the AP English Many had taken the AP English 
Language exam Language exam in 2015in 2015  as juniors andas juniors and  most colleges will not accept both test scores for credit.  most colleges will not accept both test scores for credit.    
**Music Theory is not a designated AP course at CFHS. However, select Music Theory students take the AP exam each year.**Music Theory is not a designated AP course at CFHS. However, select Music Theory students take the AP exam each year.  
  
  

AP FiveAP Five--Year School Score SummaryYear School Score Summary  

  



updated 10/28/2016 @ 8:25 am 
 
 

14 

2015-2016 
Accomplishments 

 
Schoolwide Recognition 

1. A+ School of Excellence ™  
2. US News & World Report: #1 High School in AZ (non-application based) 
3. Washington Post: Top 500 High Schools in America  
4. Seniors 2016 earned approximately $18 million in scholarships 

 
Teacher Recognitions/Awards 

1. Carissa Boyd    Selected as AP Reader 
2. Megan Kirts    Transatlantic Outreach Program Fellowship 

Service on 2016 San Francisco Federal Reserve  
Board’s Education Advisory Groups 

Presented at Council for Economics Education 
2016 National Conference (“AP Macro 
Fun and Games”) 

Selected as table leader: AP US History Reading 
3. Norm Testa     National Board Certified Teacher 

AZ State Thespian Conference—Outstanding  
Service Award 

4. Carson Wright    National Music Theatre Awards/Southern AZ  
Ben Vereen Award—Best Director 

 
Clubs/Activities 

1. Chess Team     State Champions 
2. Speech & Debate    State Runner-Up 

First Place Phoenix Rotary Scholarship Contest 
3. Special Olympics    Team & Individual Gold Medals (eight total) 
4. Science Olympiad    State Champions 
5. HOSA     State Champions: Medical Math 
6. VEX Robotic Team    State Runner-Up 

Winner: Regional Design Award 
7. DECA     Various medals/awards: AZ district competition  
8. Graphic Design    Runner-Up: Tucson Area High School  

Graphic Design Regional Championship 
9. Change of Pace Choir   Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
10. Women’s Silver Choir   Excellent w/Distinction: Fall Chorale Festival 

Superior w/Distinction: AzCDA State Festival 
11. Concert Chorale    Excellent w/Distinction: Fall Chorale Festival 

Excellent w/Distinction: AzCDA State Festival 
12. Wind Ensemble    Superior w/Distinction: AZ State Concert Festival 
13. Jazz Band/Combo    Superior w/Distinction: AZ State Jazz Festival 

   Multiple students selected for All-State 
14. Model UN     Individual student award: Outstanding Delegate 
15. Yearbook     Editors won variety of awards including  

excellence in theme development 
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16. Theatre Department    AZ State Thespian Conference (various awards) 
a. One-Act Performance—Superior 
b. Solo Musical Theatre— Superior   
c. Short Film—Superior/Showcase 
d. Technical Challenge—State Runner-Up 

National Thespian Conference—Chapter Select   
Showcase: “The Boys Next Door” 

 
Athletics 

1. Football     League Champions 
Jeff Scurran: League Coach of the Year 
Rhett Rodriguez: League Offensive Player of the  

Year 
2. Boys Swim & Dive Team   Individual State Champions 
3. Girls Cross Country    Division II Section II Champions 

3rd place at Division II State Meet 
Individual runners placed top-10 at State Meet 

4. Girls Soccer    State Runner-Up 
David Lemon: Div. II Sec. V Coach of the Year 
Olivia Lai: Div. II Sec. V Player of the Year 

5. Girls Tennis    State Runner-Up 
Individual State Champions 

6. Boys Tennis     State Champions (3rd time in a row) 
Runner-Up: Doubles Championship 
Jeff Bloomberg: AZ Star Coach of the Year 

7. Girls Softball    State Champions 
Nicole Conway: Player of the Year 

 
 

 


